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The Ports of Embarkation for Long Range Voyages via
the South Sea during the Western Han Dynasty
(Abstract)

This article is an analysis of carlier studies on Han-Shu-Di-Li-Zhi
(FEZ P ) and related historical materials, with the conclusion that
long range sea-routes to the Indian Ocean via the South Sea were
started during the Western Han Dynasty. Seafaring activities at that
time concentrated in the Beibu Bay. The major ports of embarkation

were Rinan, Xuwen and Hepu, instead of Panyu.

The study reveals that the major ports of embarkation for long
range voyages changed over time, shifting gradually from south to north.
In Han Dynasties, the major port of embarkation was Rinan which was

recorded in Han-Shu-Di-Li-Zhi (EE L) as the starting point for
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the Jiaozhou sea-route. From Wu Kingdom and Jin Dynasty through
Sui and Tang Dynasties, Guangzhou was a busy sea port and was
marked “the Guangzhou channel to overseas” in Xin-Tang-Shu-Di-Li-
Zhi (7 fE E ) | From Southern Song to Yuan, Quanzhou was for
a time the most important sea port in China. There were records in
Meng-Liang-Lu (85 %) showing frequent departures from Quanzhou
for foreign cuntries. In early Ming, the most popular points of embarka-
tion shifted north to Fuzhou and Suzhou. Zhenghe embarked upon his
voyages to the Western Ocean from Wuhumen and Liujiagang. By
Qing time, Shanghai became the most important prot for overseas trade

and communication.
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