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ABSTRACT

Abstract of the thesis entitled “South-Fast Asia in Chinese Records
before the Sui Dynasty  submitted by Chan Kai Wing for the Degree of
Master of Philosophy at the University of Hong Kong.

This thesis is a comprehensive research and analysis on ancient
Chinese books and documents about the South Seas communication

prior to the Sui Dynasty.

In the introduction of the thesis, an outline of the characteristics of
writing and compilation of the ancient books and documents of each
period would be given. Relevant books and documents are then classi-
fied according to their category and are carefully reviewed. Important
people and events as well as an account of the sea transport and com-

munication of each period will also be presented.

For the period of pre-Qin to Han Dynasties, the thesis will focus
upon the opening up of long range sea routes through the South Seas.
For the period of the Three Kingdoms and the Southern and Northern
Dynasties, relevant literary works about communication between China
and foreign countries in the South Seas will be discussed in detail,
followed by a study on Kang Tai and Zhu Ying of the Wu Kingdom —
the earliest South Seas Chinese diplomatic envoys to Funan. Finally, the
thesis also presents detailed study on Fa Xian’s travels and his Record of

the Buddhistic Kingdoms.
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