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THE EXTENT OF THE EASTERN AND WESTERN OCEANS
AT THE TIME OF ZHENG HE'S VOYAGES
(Abstract)

The geographical terms “Eastern Ocean” and “Western Ocean”
was originated in the Song-Yuan periods and these terms continued to
be in use in the Ming-Qing periods. However, the geographical demar-
cation implied by these terms varied in different periods. During the
Yuan and early Ming periods, “Western Ocean” was applied with refer-
ence not only to the “Great Western Ocean” (now the Indian Ocean) ,
but also to the “Little Western Ocean” (now the western part of South
Sea) , which covered a vast area stretching from the west coast of
Kalimantan Island to the east coast of Africa. A survey of historical
records, ranging from Nanhai Zhi (F§1#35) of the Yuan Dynasty to those
belonging to mid-Ming period, has revealed that the demarcation line
between the “Eastern Ocean” and “Western Ocean” was not positioned

at the Strait of Malacca. Instead, the line was located at the west coast
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of Kalimantan, as described in Dongxiyang Kao SRV ) . The arcas
demarcated by the Strait of Malacca actually was the “Great Western
Ocean” and the “Little Western Ocean”, not the “Eastern Ocean” and
the “Western Ocean” . The “Western Ocean” in which Zheng He ven-
tured on should, therefore, include the “Great Western Ocean” and the

“Little Western Ocean’ , which coincide with the areas and countries

recorded in Xiyang Fanguo Zhi (Fi & EIE) o
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