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On the Ancient “Spice-china Route”
--Abstract--

The ancient shipping route between China and the West has often
been referred to as the “Marine Silk Route”. However, the term is not
appropriate as it does not reflect the situation of overseas trade after the
Tang dynasty. Infact, sea travel began to surpass land travel in impor-
tance in the intercourse between China and forign countries, from the
Song till the Qing dynasty. At that time, the main imports were spices,
and the main export was china rather than silk. Thus the term, “Spice-
china Route” or “Silk-china Route”, would be more appropriate for

describing this ancient shipping route between China and the West.
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